Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Geneva,
12 August 1949
Section III. Occupied territories
Art. 47. Protected persons who are in occupied territory shall not be deprived, in any case
or in any manner whatsoever, of the benefits of the present Convention by any change
introduced, as the result of the occupation of a territory, into the institutions or
government of the said territory, nor by any agreement concluded between the authorities
of the occupied territories and the Occupying Power, nor by any annexation by the latter
of the whole or part of the occupied territory.
Art. 48. Protected persons who are not nationals of the Power whose territory is occupied,
may avail themselves of the right to leave the territory subject to the provisions of Article
35, and decisions thereon shall be taken according to the procedure which the Occupying
Power shall establish in accordance with the said Article.
Art. 49. Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons
from occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any other
country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless of their motive.
Nevertheless, the Occupying Power may undertake total or partial evacuation of a given
area if the security of the population or imperative military reasons so demand. Such
evacuations may not involve the displacement of protected persons outside the bounds of
the occupied territory except when for material reasons it is impossible to avoid such
displacement. Persons thus evacuated shall be transferred back to their homes as soon as
hostilities in the area in question have ceased.
The Occupying Power undertaking such transfers or evacuations shall ensure, to the
greatest practicable extent, that proper accommodation is provided to receive the
protected persons, that the removals are effected in satisfactory conditions of hygiene,
health, safety and nutrition, and that members of the same family are not separated.
The Protecting Power shall be informed of any transfers and evacuations as soon as they
have taken place.
The Occupying Power shall not detain protected persons in an area particularly exposed
to the dangers of war unless the security of the population or imperative military reasons
so demand.
The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into
the territory it occupies.
Art. 50. The Occupying Power shall, with the cooperation of the national and local
authorities, facilitate the proper working of all institutions devoted to the care and
education of children.

1

The Occupying Power shall take all necessary steps to facilitate the identification of
children and the registration of their parentage. It may not, in any case, change their
personal status, nor enlist them in formations or organizations subordinate to it.
Should the local institutions be inadequate for the purpose, the Occupying Power shall
make arrangements for the maintenance and education, if possible by persons of their
own nationality, language and religion, of children who are orphaned or separated from
their parents as a result of the war and who cannot be adequately cared for by a near
relative or friend.
A special section of the Bureau set up in accordance with Article 136 shall be responsible
for taking all necessary steps to identify children whose identity is in doubt. Particulars of
their parents or other near relatives should always be recorded if available.
The Occupying Power shall not hinder the application of any preferential measures in
regard to food, medical care and protection against the effects of war which may have
been adopted prior to the occupation in favour of children under fifteen years, expectant
mothers, and mothers of children under seven years.
Art. 51. The Occupying Power may not compel protected persons to serve in its armed or
auxiliary forces. No pressure or propaganda which aims at securing voluntary enlistment
is permitted.
The Occupying Power may not compel protected persons to work unless they are over
eighteen years of age, and then only on work which is necessary either for the needs of
the army of occupation, or for the public utility services, or for the feeding, sheltering,
clothing, transportation or health of the population of the occupied country. Protected
persons may not be compelled to undertake any work which would involve them in the
obligation of taking part in military operations. The Occupying Power may not compel
protected persons to employ forcible means to ensure the security of the installations
where they are performing compulsory labour.
The work shall be carried out only in the occupied territory where the persons whose
services have been requisitioned are. Every such person shall, so far as possible, be kept
in his usual place of employment. Workers shall be paid a fair wage and the work shall be
proportionate to their physical and intellectual capacities. The legislation in force in the
occupied country concerning working conditions, and safeguards as regards, in particular,
such matters as wages, hours of work, equipment, preliminary training and compensation
for occupational accidents and diseases, shall be applicable to the protected persons
assigned to the work referred to in this Article.
In no case shall requisition of labour lead to a mobilization of workers in an organization
of a military or semi-military character.
Art. 52. No contract, agreement or regulation shall impair the right of any worker,
whether voluntary or not and wherever he may be, to apply to the representatives of the
Protecting Power in order to request the said Power's intervention.
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All measures aiming at creating unemployment or at restricting the opportunities offered
to workers in an occupied territory, in order to induce them to work for the Occupying
Power, are prohibited.
Art. 53. Any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property belonging
individually or collectively to private persons, or to the State, or to other public
authorities, or to social or cooperative organizations, is prohibited, except where such
destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations.
Art. 54. The Occupying Power may not alter the status of public officials or judges in the
occupied territories, or in any way apply sanctions to or take any measures of coercion or
discrimination against them, should they abstain from fulfilling their functions for
reasons of conscience.
This prohibition does not prejudice the application of the second paragraph of Article 51.
It does not affect the right of the Occupying Power to remove public officials from their
posts.
Art. 55. To the fullest extent of the means available to it, the Occupying Power has the
duty of ensuring the food and medical supplies of the population; it should, in particular,
bring in the necessary foodstuffs, medical stores and other articles if the resources of the
occupied territory are inadequate.
The Occupying Power may not requisition foodstuffs, articles or medical supplies
available in the occupied territory, except for use by the occupation forces and
administration personnel, and then only if the requirements of the civilian population
have been taken into account. Subject to the provisions of other international
Conventions, the Occupying Power shall make arrangements to ensure that fair value is
paid for any requisitioned goods.
The Protecting Power shall, at any time, be at liberty to verify the state of the food and
medical supplies in occupied territories, except where temporary restrictions are made
necessary by imperative military requirements.
Art. 56. To the fullest extent of the means available to it, the Occupying Power has the
duty of ensuring and maintaining, with the cooperation of national and local authorities,
the medical and hospital establishments and services, public health and hygiene in the
occupied territory, with particular reference to the adoption and application of the
prophylactic and preventive measures necessary to combat the spread of contagious
diseases and epidemics. Medical personnel of all categories shall be allowed to carry out
their duties.
If new hospitals are set up in occupied territory and if the competent organs of the
occupied State are not operating there, the occupying authorities shall, if necessary, grant
them the recognition provided for in Article 18. In similar circumstances, the occupying
authorities shall also grant recognition to hospital personnel and transport vehicles under
the provisions of Articles 20 and 21.
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In adopting measures of health and hygiene and in their implementation, the Occupying
Power shall take into consideration the moral and ethical susceptibilities of the population
of the occupied territory.
Art. 57. The Occupying Power may requisition civilian hospitals only temporarily and
only in cases of urgent necessity for the care of military wounded and sick, and then on
condition that suitable arrangements are made in due time for the care and treatment of
the patients and for the needs of the civilian population for hospital accommodation.
The material and stores of civilian hospitals cannot be requisitioned so long as they are
necessary for the needs of the civilian population.
Art. 58. The Occupying Power shall permit ministers of religion to give spiritual
assistance to the members of their religious communities.
The Occupying Power shall also accept consignments of books and articles required for
religious needs and shall facilitate their distribution in occupied territory.
Art. 59. If the whole or part of the population of an occupied territory is inadequately
supplied, the Occupying Power shall agree to relief schemes on behalf of the said
population, and shall facilitate them by all the means at its disposal.
Such schemes, which may be undertaken either by States or by impartial humanitarian
organizations such as the International Committee of the Red Cross, shall consist, in
particular, of the provision of consignments of foodstuffs, medical supplies and clothing.
All Contracting Parties shall permit the free passage of these consignments and shall
guarantee their protection.
A Power granting free passage to consignments on their way to territory occupied by an
adverse Party to the conflict shall, however, have the right to search the consignments, to
regulate their passage according to prescribed times and routes, and to be reasonably
satisfied through the Protecting Power that these consignments are to be used for the
relief of the needy population and are not to be used for the benefit of the Occupying
Power.
Art. 60. Relief consignments shall in no way relieve the Occupying Power of any of its
responsibilities under Articles 55, 56 and 59. The Occupying Power shall in no way
whatsoever divert relief consignments from the purpose for which they are intended,
except in cases of urgent necessity, in the interests of the population of the occupied
territory and with the consent of the Protecting Power.
Art. 61. The distribution of the relief consignments referred to in the foregoing Articles
shall be carried out with the cooperation and under the supervision of the Protecting
Power. This duty may also be delegated, by agreement between the Occupying Power
and the Protecting Power, to a neutral Power, to the International Committee of the Red
Cross or to any other impartial humanitarian body.
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Such consignments shall be exempt in occupied territory from all charges, taxes or
customs duties unless these are necessary in the interests of the economy of the territory.
The Occupying Power shall facilitate the rapid distribution of these consignments.
All Contracting Parties shall endeavour to permit the transit and transport, free of charge,
of such relief consignments on their way to occupied territories.
Art. 62. Subject to imperative reasons of security, protected persons in occupied
territories shall be permitted to receive the individual relief consignments sent to them.
Art. 63. Subject to temporary and exceptional measures imposed for urgent reasons of
security by the Occupying Power:
(a) recognized National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies shall be
able to pursue their activities in accordance with Red Cross principles, as defined by the
International Red Cross Conferences. Other relief societies shall be permitted to continue
their humanitarian activities under similar conditions;
(b) the Occupying Power may not require any changes in the personnel or structure of
these societies, which would prejudice the aforesaid activities.
The same principles shall apply to the activities and personnel of special organizations of
a non-military character, which already exist or which may be established, for the
purpose of ensuring the living conditions of the civilian population by the maintenance of
the essential public utility services, by the distribution of relief and by the organization of
rescues.
Art. 64. The penal laws of the occupied territory shall remain in force, with the exception
that they may be repealed or suspended by the Occupying Power in cases where they
constitute a threat to its security or an obstacle to the application of the present
Convention.
Subject to the latter consideration and to the necessity for ensuring the effective
administration of justice, the tribunals of the occupied territory shall continue to function
in respect of all offences covered by the said laws.
The Occupying Power may, however, subject the population of the occupied territory to
provisions which are essential to enable the Occupying Power to fulfil its obligations
under the present Convention, to maintain the orderly government of the territory, and to
ensure the security of the Occupying Power, of the members and property of the
occupying forces or administration, and likewise of the establishments and lines of
communication used by them.
Art. 65. The penal provisions enacted by the Occupying Power shall not come into force
before they have been published and brought to the knowledge of the inhabitants in their
own language. The effect of these penal provisions shall not be retroactive.
Art. 66. In case of a breach of the penal provisions promulgated by it by virtue of the
second paragraph of Article 64 the Occupying Power may hand over the accused to its
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properly constituted, non-political military courts, on condition that the said courts sit in
the occupied country. Courts of appeal shall preferably sit in the occupied country.
Art. 67. The courts shall apply only those provisions of law which were applicable prior
to the offence, and which are in accordance with general principles of law, in particular
the principle that the penalty shall be proportionate to the offence. They shall take into
consideration the fact the accused is not a national of the Occupying Power.
Art. 68. Protected persons who commit an offence which is solely intended to harm the
Occupying Power, but which does not constitute an attempt on the life or limb of
members of the occupying forces or administration, nor a grave collective danger, nor
seriously damage the property of the occupying forces or administration or the
installations used by them, shall be liable to internment or simple imprisonment, provided
the duration of such internment or imprisonment is proportionate to the offence
committed. Furthermore, internment or imprisonment shall, for such offences, be the only
measure adopted for depriving protected persons of liberty. The courts provided for under
Article 66 of the present Convention may at their discretion convert a sentence of
imprisonment to one of internment for the same period.
The penal provisions promulgated by the Occupying Power in accordance with Articles
64 and 65 may impose the death penalty against a protected person only in cases where
the person is guilty of espionage, of serious acts of sabotage against the military
installations of the Occupying Power or of intentional offences which have caused the
death of one or more persons, provided that such offences were punishable by death
under the law of the occupied territory in force before the occupation began.
The death penalty may not be pronounced against a protected person unless the attention
of the court has been particularly called to the fact that since the accused is not a national
of the Occupying Power, he is not bound to it by any duty of allegiance.
In any case, the death penalty may not be pronounced on a protected person who was
under eighteen years of age at the time of the offence.
Art. 69. In all cases the duration of the period during which a protected person accused of
an offence is under arrest awaiting trial or punishment shall be deducted from any period
of imprisonment of awarded.
Art. 70. Protected persons shall not be arrested, prosecuted or convicted by the
Occupying Power for acts committed or for opinions expressed before the occupation, or
during a temporary interruption thereof, with the exception of breaches of the laws and
customs of war.
Nationals of the occupying Power who, before the outbreak of hostilities, have sought
refuge in the territory of the occupied State, shall not be arrested, prosecuted, convicted
or deported from the occupied territory, except for offences committed after the outbreak
of hostilities, or for offences under common law committed before the outbreak of
hostilities which, according to the law of the occupied State, would have justified
extradition in time of peace.

6

Art. 71. No sentence shall be pronounced by the competent courts of the Occupying
Power except after a regular trial.
Accused persons who are prosecuted by the Occupying Power shall be promptly
informed, in writing, in a language which they understand, of the particulars of the
charges preferred against them, and shall be brought to trial as rapidly as possible. The
Protecting Power shall be informed of all proceedings instituted by the Occupying Power
against protected persons in respect of charges involving the death penalty or
imprisonment for two years or more; it shall be enabled, at any time, to obtain
information regarding the state of such proceedings. Furthermore, the Protecting Power
shall be entitled, on request, to be furnished with all particulars of these and of any other
proceedings instituted by the Occupying Power against protected persons.
The notification to the Protecting Power, as provided for in the second paragraph above,
shall be sent immediately, and shall in any case reach the Protecting Power three weeks
before the date of the first hearing. Unless, at the opening of the trial, evidence is
submitted that the provisions of this Article are fully complied with, the trial shall not
proceed. The notification shall include the following particulars:
(a) description of the accused;
(b) place of residence or detention;
(c) specification of the charge or charges (with mention of the penal provisions under
which it is brought);
(d) designation of the court which will hear the case;
(e) place and date of the first hearing.
Art. 72. Accused persons shall have the right to present evidence necessary to their
defence and may, in particular, call witnesses. They shall have the right to be assisted by
a qualified advocate or counsel of their own choice, who shall be able to visit them freely
and shall enjoy the necessary facilities for preparing the defence.
Failing a choice by the accused, the Protecting Power may provide him with an advocate
or counsel. When an accused person has to meet a serious charge and the Protecting
Power is not functioning, the Occupying Power, subject to the consent of the accused,
shall provide an advocate or counsel.
Accused persons shall, unless they freely waive such assistance, be aided by an
interpreter, both during preliminary investigation and during the hearing in court. They
shall have the right at any time to object to the interpreter and to ask for his replacement.
Art.73. A convicted person shall have the right of appeal provided for by the laws applied
by the court. He shall be fully informed of his right to appeal or petition and of the time
limit within which he may do so.
The penal procedure provided in the present Section shall apply, as far as it is applicable,
to appeals. Where the laws applied by the Court make no provision for appeals, the
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convicted person shall have the right to petition against the finding and sentence to the
competent authority of the Occupying Power.
Art. 74. Representatives of the Protecting Power shall have the right to attend the trial of
any protected person, unless the hearing has, as an exceptional measure, to be held in
camera in the interests of the security of the Occupying Power, which shall then notify
the Protecting Power. A notification in respect of the date and place of trial shall be sent
to the Protecting Power.
Any judgement involving a sentence of death, or imprisonment for two years or more,
shall be communicated, with the relevant grounds, as rapidly as possible to the Protecting
Power. The notification shall contain a reference to the notification made under Article
71 and, in the case of sentences of imprisonment, the name of the place where the
sentence is to be served. A record of judgements other than those referred to above shall
be kept by the court and shall be open to inspection by representatives of the Protecting
Power. Any period allowed for appeal in the case of sentences involving the death
penalty, or imprisonment of two years or more, shall not run until notification of
judgement has been received by the Protecting Power.
Art. 75. In no case shall persons condemned to death be deprived of the right of petition
for pardon or reprieve.
No death sentence shall be carried out before the expiration of a period of a least six
months from the date of receipt by the Protecting Power of the notification of the final
judgment confirming such death sentence, or of an order denying pardon or reprieve.
The six months period of suspension of the death sentence herein prescribed may be
reduced in individual cases in circumstances of grave emergency involving an organized
threat to the security of the Occupying Power or its forces, provided always that the
Protecting Power is notified of such reduction and is given reasonable time and
opportunity to make representations to the competent occupying authorities in respect of
such death sentences.
Art. 76. Protected persons accused of offences shall be detained in the occupied country,
and if convicted they shall serve their sentences therein. They shall, if possible, be
separated from other detainees and shall enjoy conditions of food and hygiene which will
be sufficient to keep them in good health, and which will be at least equal to those
obtaining in prisons in the occupied country.
They shall receive the medical attention required by their state of health.
They shall also have the right to receive any spiritual assistance which they may require.
Women shall be confined in separate quarters and shall be under the direct supervision of
women.
Proper regard shall be paid to the special treatment due to minors.
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Protected persons who are detained shall have the right to be visited by delegates of the
Protecting Power and of the International Committee of the Red Cross, in accordance
with the provisions of Article 143.
Such persons shall have the right to receive at least one relief parcel monthly.
Art. 77. Protected persons who have been accused of offences or convicted by the courts
in occupied territory, shall be handed over at the close of occupation, with the relevant
records, to the authorities of the liberated territory.
Art. 78. If the Occupying Power considers it necessary, for imperative reasons of security,
to take safety measures concerning protected persons, it may, at the most, subject them to
assigned residence or to internment.
Decisions regarding such assigned residence or internment shall be made according to a
regular procedure to be prescribed by the Occupying Power in accordance with the
provisions of the present Convention. This procedure shall include the right of appeal for
the parties concerned. Appeals shall be decided with the least possible delay. In the event
of the decision being upheld, it shall be subject to periodical review, if possible every six
months, by a competent body set up by the said Power.
Protected persons made subject to assigned residence and thus required to leave their
homes shall enjoy the full benefit of Article 39 of the present Convention.
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